March 21, 2005

The Honourable Pierre Pettigrew
Minister of Foreign Affairs

House of Commons

Room 507-S, Centre Block

Ottawa, K1A 0A6

Dear Minister,

I am writing to express my concern about the ongoing situation in Haiti.  I recently read a report by US Attorney Thomas Griffin, published by the School of Law, University of Miami.
The report is deeply disturbing and provided a detailed account and analysis of the ongoing abuse, corruption, and massive violation of human rights since the coup in February, 2004.  Canada has played a key role in supporting the government of Gerard Latortue, and it is very alarming that the situation continues to deteriorate.

I share my colleague, NDP Foreign Affairs Critic Alexa McDonough’s urging that we have a “moral obligation to investigate these reported violations and ensure that we are accomplishing our intended goals of peace-building and capacity building in that country.”

Given Canada’s role in the removal of the elected government of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, Canada must take these reports seriously and re-evaluate the effectiveness of our current efforts to restore democratic control as expressed by the people of Haiti.
Yours sincerely,







Libby Davies







MP, Vancouver East

